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IMMEDIATELY

'ECONOMIC ORGANIZATION, ECOLOGICAL SOLUTIONS'
DISCUSSION TOPIC FRIDAY AT UNIVERSITY
MISSOULA--Dr. Thomas M. Power, assistant professor of economics at the University of Montana,
will discuss "Economic Organization and Ecological Solutions" Friday at UM as keynote
speaker in a lecture on environmental problems.

The lecture is one is a

series sponsored

by the UM botany department.
Friday's lecture,
in room 307 of

which is open to

the public without charge, will be a 12:10p.m.

the UM Natural Science Building.

is coordinator of the lecture

Dr. Meyer Chessin, a UM botany professor,

series.

Commenting on Power's discussion, Chessin said:"The environmental movement, in its
search for short-run solutionsto important environmental problems, has tended to look to
the police powers of the federal government for help.

It has also increasingly talked of ..

the need to force people in their own private 1 ives to cease damaging the environment.
Meanwhile, at the other extreme, economists have argued that none of this is necessary,
that with minimal adjustments in property rights, the market system can solve environmental
problems more effectiveley

than can the government or coercion.

"Both are wrong," Chessin said.

"A decentralized, community based, socialist economy

is a necessary part of any ecological solution."
A UM faculty member since 1968, Power specializes in several teaching subjects,
including environmental economics and alternative, noncapitalist, economic organization.
He has been a consultant to public and private groups on economic and environmental impacts of the Westmoreland Coal Development on Sarpy Creek, the proposed Hoerner Waldorf
expansion, Interstate 15 between Butte and Boulder, coal development on the Northern
Cheyenne Indian Reservation and federal regulation of strip-mining.
Power received a bachelor's degree at Lehigh University in 1962. Princeton
University awarded him a master's degree in 1965 and doctorate in 1972.
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